Conduct Parents

FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION

Australians are justifiably proud of the place sport has in their daily lives. But what is
equally important to all of us is the way the game is played and the manner in which
our sportsmen and sportswomen conduct themselves.

Unfortunately, some people fail to live up to the traditional values of sport. Worse
still, young people can be influenced, and the rest of their sporting lives coloured by
these experiences

The codes of behaviour identify a series of key principles on which young players,
parents, coaches, administrators, officials and spectators should base their sporting
involvement. Albury Wodonga Football Association supports these codes that seek
to ensure young people develop good sporting behaviours and have an enjoyable
experience of sport, which will encourage them to remain involved throughout their
lives.

« Remember that children participate in sport for their enjoyment, not yours.
e Encourage children to participate, do not force them.
o Focus on the child’s efforts and performance rather than winning or losing.

« Encourage children always to play according to the rules and to settle
disagreements without resorting to hostility or violence.

o Never ridicule or yell at a child for making a mistake or losing a competition.

« Remember that children learn best by example. Appreciate good performances
and skillful plays by all participants.

o Support all efforts to remove verbal and physical abuse from sporting activities.
e Respect officials’ decisions and teach children to do likewise.

« Show appreciation for volunteer coaches, officials and administrators. Without
them, your child could not participate.

e Respect the rights, dignity and worth of every young person regardless of their
gender, ability, cultural background or religion.



